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message from 
the principal
Mr Herman Cher Ma’in

In the name of Allah - the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful. 
All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds. Peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon Prophet Muhammad, his family and 
Companions and all those who followed him till the Day of 
Judgement. Ameen.

More than 90 years ago an Arab philanthropist, Sheikh Omar 
Abdullah Bamadhaj, was inspired by Allah swt to build a 
madrasah on a piece of land next to Masjid Hj Yusof at Hillside 
Drive, named Madrasah Al-Arabiah Al-Islamiah, MAI. We thank 
Allah swt for His many blessings since then and for giving us the 
opportunity to celebrate 75 years of MAI’s history from the day it 
was first registered as a school in August 1946. 

The madrasah’s existence today and the realisation of the new 
campus is a testimony of the determination and the support it 
receives from the community, whether through the donations of 
generous individuals, or from organisations that had come 
forward as partners who share a vested interest in shaping the 
future generation of the Singapore Muslim community.

These are the reasons why an Islamic inspired institution like 
Madrasah Al-Arabiah continues to operate and is able to 
educate the young in the Islamic values and traditions that we 
believe in. 

On the first day of school last year, 2020, we organised and 
conducted the Hijrah Walk from the old to the new campus. The 
walk not only signified the physical movement of the relocation, 
but also the spirit of migration. In history, the Hijrah from Mecca 
to Medina allowed Islam to flourish. Similarly, we want MAI 
students to flourish in spirituality and resilience, and to use what 
they have learnt to have a positive impact in society.

It appears that MAI is on the right track. 

Over the years, MAI has built a reputation as a madrasah that 
provides good academic rigour and foundation.

MAI students continue to show outstanding performances in 
both the academic and non-academic fields. In the GCE ‘O’ 
Levels, for instance, MAI students have consistently secured the 
top 3 positions for madrasah students for the past 4 years.

In CCA, MAI’s Archery Team did the madrasah proud by securing 
the Team ‘C’ Division Recurve Men Gold in the 2021 National 
Inter-School Archery Championships held recently.

The e�orts and initiatives of the MAI Green Club to help promote 
environmental sustainability in the madrasah through the 
‘Recycle with Rahmah’ programme reaped its’ due reward when 
MAI was awarded the Vanda Miss Joaquim Sustained 
Achievement Award at the Singapore Environment 
Council-StarHub School Green Awards ceremony held recently. 
MAI also topped the list of schools in the SEC-Starhub E-Waste 
Challenge with a collection of close to 1 tonne of e-waste.

MAI students have also been selected to participate in notable 
youth development programmes both locally and regionally, 
such as the IBN A* Star Youth Research Programme and the 
Harvard Model Congress Asia Programme. 

The examples above are evidence of how MAI’s approach to 
holistic education, coupled with the belief that every student is 
unique and can achieve success, has allowed the Community of 
Success to grow. 

As we o�icially opened the new campus this year, we will also 
celebrate a new beginning for our madrasah. We hope with the 
new facilities, the asatizahs and students in MAI can learn with a 
new pedagogy, which will enhance their learning.

In the next few years, we look forward to exploring di�erent 
approaches, such as e-pedagogy, in engaging students to learn. 
The COVID-19 situation and the arrival of the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution has taught us that learning and classroom practices 
need to be approached di�erently from the traditional methods 
of old.  We aim to strategically deploy STEM in the madrasah’s 
Teaching and Learning processes to provide a learner-centric 
and collaborative environment by putting into focus the 
development and growth of the people in MAI, that is, students 
and teachers.

The above are examples of initiatives in MAI to develop 
future-ready students who have the skillset and mindset to not 
only embrace the use of smart technology, but who are equally 
prepared to do so anchored to Islamic ethics and mores, in shaa 
Allah. 

2020 Hijrah walk (from left to 
right): Md Taqiyuddin Md 
Firdaus, Dr Fatris Bakaram 
(ex-Mufti), Ahmad An-Nafees 
Md Najib (2020 Head Prefect), 
Ustaz Md Azri Azman 
(President MA), Mr Herman 
Cher Ma’in (MAI Principal), 
Ustaz Shaik Hussain Shaik 
Yacob (ex-BOG member), 
Mdm Rozanah Abd Salim 
(BOG member), Ustaz Md 
Ishlaahudin Jumat (VP MA), 
Mr Ahmad Khalis Abd Ghani 
(BOG member), Ustazah 
Sharifah Farah Mahamood 
Aljunied (Dir JMS, MUIS), Dr 
Albakri Ahmad (DCE MUIS).



a new milestone for mai
A spanking new building stands at No 3, Lorong 6 Toa Payoh, adding colour to the diverse 
cultural and architectural landscape of the Bishan-Toa Payoh constituency. With its’ unique 
Kufic design aluminium cladding which never fails to invite comments from neighbours and 
visitors alike, MAI is set to forge a new milestone since its foundation years in the 1930s.

Constructed at a cost of about SGD$15 million, the new campus was co-funded by the Islamic 
Religious Council of Singapore (MUIS) and the madrasah’s own fundraising e�orts.

With unceasing and strong support from the community, MAI will continue to progress and 
fulfil its mission of developing future-ready learners who radiate blessings to all, in shaa Allah.

Photo by Gavin Foo
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MAI students comparable to other students in 
'global competency' assessment

Cultivating interest in Robotics: Students of MAI, (from left) Muhammad Luqman Al-Hakim Muhammad Faizal, Muhammad Afiq Hadi Putra Azhar, Alfi 
Nurrahman and Ahmad Hasbi Huzaimi, were runners-up for the Research Award in the robotics competition, FIRST LEGO League Sg.

A group of Madrasah Al-Arabiah Al-Islamiah (MAI) students who participated in a global study were 
found to have a global competency attitude comparable to other Singaporean students.

The Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) defines “global competence” as students’ 
ability to examine significant issues, appreciate di�erent perspectives, engage in intercultural 
interactions e�ectively, and take steps for common well-being and sustainable development. These 
factors were assessed through what students understand from reading, as well as in math and science 
subjects, and what they can do with that knowledge.

Commenting on the results of the PISA 2018 study, the Principal of Madrasah Al-Arabiah, Mr. Herman 
Cher Ma‘in, said that this was very encouraging news for his madrasah students. “I believe the local 
Muslim community should also know that our students are on par with students in the national schools 
when it comes to those factors. Besides that, they are also comparable in other fields of study such as 
mathematics and science. This is an achievement that I hope will help dispel any stereotypes about the 
capabilities of madrasah students,” Mr Herman added.

A total of 60 MAI students - 59 secondary four students and one secondary three student - were 
randomly selected to participate in the study conducted in 2018. In all, a total of 6,676 students from 153 
public secondary schools and 13 private schools - including Madrasah Al-Arabiah - participated in PISA 
2018. Of that number, about 46 per cent of students surveyed in Singapore achieved the two highest 
global competency levels, compared to 14 per cent from 27 other participating countries’ education 
systems.

PISA is considered to be one of the most comprehensive and rigorous international student learning 
assessments to date. The results of the PISA 2018 study were only revealed in the middle of 2019 to the 
participating schools.  MAI is the only secondary level madrasah that o�ers a fully comprehensive 
academic programme under the Joint Madrasah System (JMS). This means that apart from Islamic 
studies such as Dirasat Deeniyyah, Islamic Religious Knowledge and the Tahfiz Quran programme, 
Madrasah Al-Arabiah also o�ers academic subjects such as Additional Mathematics, Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics.
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Vanda Miss Joaquim Sustained Achievement Award 2020 
& Top E-Waste Recycler 2020
On 20 September 2021 at the Suntec Singapore 
Convention & Exhibition Centre, it was announced 
that Madrasah Al-Arabiah Al-Islamiah garnered 
top spot for the 2020 SEC-Starhub E-Waste 
Recycling Challenge and was subsequently 
awarded the Vanda Miss Joaquim Sustained 
Achievement Award (presented to schools that 
attained the highest tier Vanda Miss Joaquim 
Award for 3 consecutive years). 

The above recognition was accomplished due to 
the leadership of MAI Green Club and the 
combined e�orts of MAI students, sta�, Parents 
Support Group, and the strong support of the 
community.

In 2020, MAI Green Club organized an event aimed 
to promote environmental sustainability called the 
‘Recycle with Rahmah’ project, where they 
collected electronic waste and pre-loved clothes 
from within the madrasah community as well as 
from members of the public. Dry food 
rations/items were also collected and distributed 
to low income families living in the nearby Toa 
Payoh rental flats. Testament to the strong support 
from the community, MAI collected almost 1 ton of 
e-waste. In addition, the community contributed 
100 boxes of pre-loved clothing and these items 
were forwarded to a voluntary organisation which 
assisted in sending them to Cambodia.

Green Club teacher-in-charge Mr Muhamed 
Muneer Shah Mohd, a gardening and recycling 
enthusiast, shares his love for the environment 
with his students: “One of our Madrasah values is 
‘Responsibility’ - being accountable for our roles 
and duties at home, in school, in society and as 
global citizens. Taking care of the environment 
allows us to do so. The Madrasah also benefits 
from having nice green plants in the school 
compound.”

Islamic law emphasizes on protection, restoration and preservation of the natural resources. 
Islam is a religion of peace that provides guidance on humanity. It detests corruption of all kinds 
of environmental disorder, damage, exploitation of resources and invasion of natural settings.

“He is the One Who produced you from the earth and settled you on it”
(Surah Hud: ayat 61)

The Prophet was a devoted advocate of green protection as indicated in the following hadith: 
“There is none amongst the Muslims who plants a tree or sows seeds, and then a bird or 

a person or an animal eats from it except it is regarded as a charitable gift for him.” 
(Narrated by al-Bukhari)

Environmental sustainability from the perspective of Islam
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Early Years (1930-1982)
Built in the 1930s, MAI operated in a small building 
beside Haji Yuso� Mosque at Hillside Drive. Its religious 
teachers and volunteers taught mainly Islamic Religious 
Knowledge, Arabic and Qur’an Reading. On 26 July 1982, 
a fire broke out and burned down the madrasah. With no 
proper facilities, the student population dwindled.

Muhammadiyah (1989-2005)
From 1989 to 2008, MAI was managed 
by Muhammadiyah Association. MAI merged 
with the latter’s madrasah (Madrasah Ulumul 
Quran) but retained its own name, operating 
both primary and secondary levels. In 1999, MAI 
had its inaugural batch of ‘O’ level students.

Our Journey
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Joint Madrasah System (2007)
In 2007, MAI was one of the three madrasah that 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
to be part of the Joint Madrasah System (JMS), 
focusing on secondary education with an 
academic track. Under JMS, MAI moved to No. 1 
Lorong 6 Toa Payoh in 2009.

In 2020, MAI moved to the new campus at No. 3 
Lorong 6 Toa Payoh. The new campus, a 
five-storey building, has 2 Science Labs, a Media 
Resource Library, a Teaching and Learning Lab, 
and a Virtual & Augmented Reality Lab 
(MAIVAR).

Relocation to New Campus (2020)
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iSTEM (Islam & Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics) curriculum is 
pervasive in MAI.

Conducted as a curriculum subject for 
Secondary 1 and 2 students, iSTEM is taught 
in hourly periods every week. Students learn 
about Cyber Wellness which helps them to 
become responsible digital learners. 
Students also get the opportunity to learn 
and experience a Research Skills Program 
(RSP), which prepares them for future higher 
learning and encourages independent 
learning. They explore subject matters 
outside the curriculum while applying the 
scientific method that they learned in RSP.

MAI FIRST Lego League Robotics Team. From left to right: Mr Del Rasouli Abd 
Rashid (Teacher-in-Charge), Diya Satria Raihan S4K, Ameen Aslam Armaan 
Zaid S4K, Sadiy Azfar Suhaimi S4K.

It is also given prominence as a Co-Curricular Activity. With participation in competitions forming the 
core activity, STEM Club members were given the opportunity to pit their skills at the First Lego League 
Competition 2020, earning themselves second place for Robot Design. In the same competition the 
following year, they came in 2nd for Best Project Award.  Members also participated in activities that 
include drone workshops, 3D printing and robotics. 

Another iSTEM initiative to get students to have a better understanding of technology and how it is 
shaping our world was the Coding with Python workshops for all lower secondary students in 
November 2021. They sharpened their problem-solving skills and computational thinking, which 
involves breaking larger tasks into a logical sequence of smaller steps, diagnosing errors, and coming 
up with new approaches when necessary.

Every year MAI sends our top 
Secondary 3 students to interview 
for the Youth Research Program at 
A*Star.  Attachment is held annually 
during the year-end school 
holidays; each participant will be 
attached to a researcher in one of 
the A*STAR Research Institutes for a 
period of five weeks. 

Under the supervision of the 
assigned researcher, the student 
will get hands-on experience in 
small projects designed to illustrate 
some aspect of what the institute 
does, and gain concrete knowledge 
of what scientific research entails. It 
is also a chance to interact with 
A*STAR researchers.

Nur Dayyinah Aqilah Bte Md Riza from class of 2019 was the first student of MAI to be accepted into 
the program. This year, 2021, Mishel Maryam Bte Nasir, S4B (pictured above, left) and Kashfia Humaira 
Binte Shahjahan, S4B (pictured above, right) cleared the selection process and have been accepted 
into the above program. They will join the Institute of Bioengineering and Nanotechnology (IBN) after 
the GCE ‘O’ levels in December for a period of 3 months.
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On my appointment as a member of the 
MUSIC Steering Committee, I was excited but 
not without apprehension about what was 
expected of me. In the first meeting, it was 
clarified that the subject of Islamic Studies, 
which I teach, has been chosen to be 
developed as a lesson package, via 
Augmented Reality (AR) and Virtual Reality 
(VR). With these extended reality 
technologies, I believe there is potential for 
learning to be more effective, engaging, and 
relevant for our digitally-savvy students.

Ustazah Ainijahan Ali Barda Khan 
(Dirasat Deeniyyah/ IRK Teacher)

“In particular, our research shows there is a dearth of VAR resources for the 
subject of Islamic Studies. We believe there is much learning potential to be 
unlocked here by the technological affordances of VAR, when we develop 
assets & lesson packages for this subject. This will help our students with 
learning difficulties to understand the subject better, with the aid of VAR that 

is optimised for different sensory preferences.”

- Mr Del Rasouli Abd Rashid, 
Chairman, Meaningful Use of STEM In Curriculum (MUSIC)

After two training sessions, my team came up with the lesson and the storyboard. It was 
quite taxing and challenging for us, especially for me, as we needed to plan well and develop 
a powerful lesson to spur students’ interests. My own learning was also challenged as I had 
to do a lot of research by browsing websites for best practices to understand better about 
AR & VR. The first lesson sample was truly a learning and teaching inspiration for me.  I hope 
to be able to create more lessons for my students using technology so that they are able to 
visualize concepts and learn new skills and information in an interactive way.  For me the 
learning goes on and I look forward to explore more applications of AR & VR in my teaching.

more familiar with this new technology, letting us use our imagination and creativity for 
lessons that would engage students’  learning. As an Arabic teacher, I see it as a golden 
opportunity for students to discover, through VR, beautiful places around the world, which 
in turn will help them to better express their experiences in their descriptive essays. As the 
Arabic saying goes               “The one who tastes, knows it truly”. I also see it as an 
opportunity to collaborate with teachers from other departments especially the language 
teachers to see if there are any overlapping topics or themes and to maximise these tools not 
only for the benefit of the Arabic Language but for other departments as well. 

I have always been inspired by my fellow teachers 
who make lessons interesting, interactive and 
engaging through their creative ideas. So when I 
was given the opportunity to be part of the MUSIC 
Steering Committee which explores the usage of AR 
and VR technology in our madrasah, I was excited, 
especially for my students’ learning experience of 
the Arabic Language. 

The training we went through helped us become

Ustaz Abdur Rahman Latiff 
(Arabic Language Teacher)



Finally, they learnt the parliamentary procedure and held the mock committee sessions regarding the 
main theme - Women in Conflict. They authored a bill with their fellow senate/house members and 
debated on it to get it passed. Overall, this was an enriching and eye-opening experience for them, 
learning new skills, making new friends and deepening their passion for change.

In July 2021, 5 students from MAI participated in the 
Harvard Model Congress Asia (HMCA) Workshop, 
where they engaged in discussions and debates 
with student delegates from other countries in order 
to foster skills in discussing political issues. 

They attended a conference with international 
current a�airs journalist Ms Stéphanie Filliano a 
week before the workshop. After discussing their 
views on the Swiss Candidacy, they dug deeper into 
the world of investigative and political journalism, 
discussing the dangers associated with freedom of 
the press.

For the first 2 sessions of the workshop, students 
were put into di�erent groups, each group overseen 
by current Harvard University students. They 
learned the basics of committee sessions in the 
Congress, how the US government works and more 
about public speaking. In the following week, they 
received first-hand experience in conducting 
research for mock committee sessions and 
prepared for their roles as either senators or 
congressmen from both sides of the aisle.

From top to bottom: Velliyattil Sheheen Parveen S2H, Fatima 
Musharrat S3K, Hadiya Ali S3B, Afiqah Ashfaque S3K and Salwa 
Sanaullah Khan S3K.

Harvard Model Congress Asia (HMCA) Workshop
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3RD Inter-Madrasah Spoken Word Competition 2021, Overall Champion
Our very own speech and drama 
club, Qul Club was formed in 2018 
following a successful spoken word 
performance by three students 
Syeda Tahiya, Siti Hani and Malika 
Syafinas at the 2017 MUIS Workplan 
Seminar, which won accolades. Now 
the organiser of the Inter-Madrasah 
Spoken Word Competition (IMSW), 
it held its third competition in April 
this year. Students from all 
secondary madrasah attended a 
workshop conducted by Wild Poets 
Den with Zohab Zee Khan, a 
performance poet based in Australia.

Madrasah Al-Arabiah’s representatives won first place in all categories: Lower Sec Solo, Lower Sec 
Team, Upper Sec Solo and Upper Sec Team, as well as runner-up for Upper Sec Solo. This makes us 
the Overall Champion for the 3rd IMSW. Qul Club also inspired the birth of the Secondary 2 
Aesthetics Programme. In 2019, ‘Standing on the Shoulders of Giants’, a commemorative 15-minute 
drama set against the backdrop of Singapore Bicentennial, featured 2 of our historical giants, 
Leftenan Adnan and Kyai Irsyad Zuhri as well as the much-respected President Halimah Yaakob. In 
2021, students will be staging a choral reading and percussion performance on the history of MAI at 
the school’s O�icial Opening Ceremony.

Qul Club teacher-in-charge Ms Nadiah Md Shah rehearsing lines with (from left) Atheerah 
Imaan Md Al-Muddin S2L, Naz Abdul Rahman S2H and Mustika Mymunah Ayob S4B.
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MAI Archery achieved an unprecedented 
success when both the men and women teams 
secured medals in a competition organised by 
the National Inter-Schools Archery 
Championship 2021 (NISAC 2021) recently. 

The men’s team comprising of (from left to right) 
Muhammad Asyraf Mohamad Azmi, 14, 
Muhammed Shafiq Adnan, 14, and Ahmad Harith 
Mohamad Noor, 13, won the gold medal for the 
Recurve ‘C’ Division Men category while the MAI 
women’s team won the bronze medal for the 
Recurve - ‘B’ Division Women category.
 
“It was a surprising victory because it was the first 
time I represented MAI. There was indeed a 
feeling of nervousness at the time as we had 
stopped archery practice for two months due to 
the pandemic. However, Alhamdulillah, we 
succeeded in this match. I hope to achieve more 
wins for MAI in the future,” said a member of the 
men’s champion team, Muhammed Shafiq 
Adnan.

This is also the first time the MAI men’s archery team has won a medal in an inter-school national 
competition. In the current pandemic situation, students experienced various internal challenges in 
continuing their training and co-curricular activities. However, this did not a�ect their enthusiasm or 
determination to compete for glory. To minimise the risk of Covid-19 transmission, MAI arranged a 
training schedule in accordance with the prevailing Safe Management Measures (SMM), and took 
steps to ensure students’ health and well-being were not compromised. “Alhamdulillah, with this 
success, I hope Arabiah archers will be more motivated to train hard and show better performance 
in the next competition,” said one of the Archery Teachers-in-charge, Mr Zulhilmi Md Rohaizat.

With 13 years of experience under his belt, MAI’s archery coach, Mr Ali Awang always reminded 
students with this sage advice - “Archery is not just hitting the bull's eye. It is also about mental 
strength and endurance. An archer may have all the best equipment but without strong mental 
strength to keep the focus and without the ability to endure the unpredictable weather and 
challenging opponents, the archer will not be able to sustain shooting 60 or 72 arrows”.

The MAI Fencing Club was established 
back in 2017, initially trained in the arts of 
fencing, majoring in the Foil weapon.  As 
the club grew in size and experience, the 
Epee weapon was introduced. MAI 
fencers not only gained the fencing skills, 
but also communication and leadership 
skills that are essential in the 21st century. 
Fencing also enhances the physical and 
social development in the fencers.

Highlights/Achievements/Tournaments Participated:

1.  Catholic Junior College Fencing Tournament
a)  Placed 1st in Female Foil Team Event 2019
b)  Placed 1st in Female Foil Team Event in 2018

2.  2018-2020 Singapore Novices Fencing Competition
3.  2018-2019 Singapore Minime Fencing Championships
4.  2021 MAI Fencing Challenge (Junior and Senior Category)
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National Inter-School Archery Championship 2021: “C” Division Men’s 
Recurve Team, Gold & ”B” Division Women’s Recurve Team, Bronze



MAI offers Bengali Language in school to support students of various races

Recently, MAI signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with the Bangla Language and Literary Society 
(BLLS) of Singapore to o�er Bengali Language as one of its Mother Tongue Languages at the madrasah. 
Currently, MAI is the only madrasah that o�ers Tamil Language as a Mother Tongue subject, apart from Malay 
Language. 

According to the Head of the Department of Languages and Humanities, Mdm Suharni Mohd Shari�, although 
the number of students taking Bengali Language is relatively small, MAI wants to continue inculcating the 
values of diversity to their students. With this MOA, MAI students will be able to sit for Bengali Language 
classes within the curriculum. BLLS will provide Bengali Language teachers to start classes at MAI e�ective 
January 2022. 

“BLLS is the oldest organization in Singapore to o�er Bengali as a Mother Tongue Language. Following the 
MOE curriculum as well as armed with 28 years of experience and a dedicated and experienced team of 
teachers, BLLS now operates on three campuses to learn Bengali with a new spirit and benefits to Singapore. 
We at BLLS are very excited to have the opportunity to work with MAI on this agreement starting academic 
year 2022 - where students will be able to learn their Mother Tongue in the MAI campus," added BLLS 
President, Mr Chowdhury Soofi Nur Ul Mowla.

Signing of MOA between MAI and BLLS. From left: Principal of MAI, Mr Herman Cher Ma’in and President of BLLS, Mr Chowdhury Soofi Nur Ul Mowla.

Write a cheque to 
‘Madrasah Al-Arabiah Al-Islamiah’

Make a bank transfer to 
OCBC Account No. 591-107032-001

Donate via PayNow by scanning our QR 
code or enter our UEN T08GB0028LMAI

m a k e  a  d o n at i o n  t o  m a i c o n ta c t  u s

3 Lorong 6 Toa Payoh S(319378)

6744 4749

mai.edu.sg

admin@mai.edu.sg

madrasahalarabiah

madrasahalarabiahalislamiah


